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  *  DEATHS  *   

Stanley Fields                                 
Willie Gibson, III                                            
Mary Jane Davis Jamison                  
Lottie Lena Staley Johnson 
Frank Toliver, ’64                                        
Rosemary Evans Williams, ’59                               
Ruth Naomi Norris Fisher                         
John Henry Scott                  
Eddie Guess                                          
Matthew Foust,  ‘53 

 

 
  

   

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                    
Booker T. Washington High School, Class of 1933   

Founded in 1916, the school was, until its closing in 1974, the hub of the separate education-
al system for young African-Americans in Columbia. Beginning with elementary grades, it 
became a standard high school in 1924, and for many years was the largest African-
American high school in South Carolina. A source of great pride to the African-American 
community and an important part of its cultural life, the school offered both a rigorous 
and respected academic curriculum, an extensive vocational education, and activities for 
African-American students that ranged from a superb band and gospel choir to highly 
competitive athletic teams. In 1956, the facilities of the school were expanded and renovat-
ed, but the 1954 decision of the U.S. Supreme Court in "Brown v. the Board of Education" 
that segregated schools, no matter how fine their physical plant and educational pro-
grams, were inherently unequal, led to the end of this excellent institution. Columbia 
schools were integrated, and the expanding University of South Carolina campus absorbed 
the Booker T. Washington School's physical plant, some of whose buildings are still in use 
by the University. Richard S. Roberts photograph. 

Courtesy of the Estate of Richard Samuel Roberts. 
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Class of 1943  

Hello Washingtonians! 
 
The faithful few are here to tell you about some of out latest 
events since the last issue of Comet II. Hope all are well. 
Hattie M. Adams Marley's daughter, Phyliss, says Hattie is doing 
very well and hopes to be able to get with us again soon.  Her two 
daughters and son work together to keep her at home. We admire 
them for this commitment.  
Holiday Happenings: Wilhelmina Johnson Gorden spent time in the 
kitchen making dressing, lemon pie, and seven sweet potato pies. 
She is happy to be able to do what she loves doing as long as her 
legs will allow her to stand. 
Nathaleen Martin Jenkins' sons, Lester and Gregory had a relaxing 
and joyful dinner and time together. They are just thankful and 
blessed they can spend quality time together. 
Your reporter, Josephine Jefferson Hall and Nathaleen paid a sur-
prise visit to Brian Center in St. Andrews to see Pauline Blocker 
Richardson. Pauline said she was thinking about her husband who 
passed six years ago and that was a perfect time to see her class-
mates and swap stories about the good old days at Booker T. 
Washington High. Oh, how we laughed and laughed. Pauline's sister, 
Georgella, "55, and her niece, Vivian Collins, who visits her aunt 

Happy New Year Washingtonians!!  

Are you happy you were able to see a new decade begin? We have a few among us who have reached the age of 
“Happiness is happiness being”. One such Washingtonian will become a centenarian (100 years old on February 
14, 2020. She is none other than Hertline Starks Lowman. Ms. Hertline played on the girls’ basketball team that 
wore the first full uniforms the school ever had. Her number was 13. She is a 1938 graduate. Even though she is in 
a comprehensive care health facility, she is able to maintain a joyful and upbeat sense of humor. Ms. Hertline 
loves to recall the many milestones in he life. She loves telling her story of the difficult years when there were no 

school buses to transport students to and from school, but because they and their families valued the worth of a good education, they sacri-
ficed and persevered. Although  she is confined to a health care facility, she continues to display a positive and joyful attitude. 

daily and with the help of other family members are doing a super job 
to let her know they care so much for her. 
Now, let your reporter tell you how thankful I was to be able to do 
some of these things. Thanks to my sister, Ida Jefferson Jackson and 
her spouse, Walter Jackson, "55, we attended the first Christmas 
celebration for Project Hope, out Decker Boulevard. The tables were 
beautifully decorated and reserved for seniors. There were awards. I 
received one for a special hat and reciting an original poem, "Old 
Pine Tree at Christmas Time". I was a guest of the Class of 1955 at 
Seawell's on Rosewood Drive and at Brown Chapel AME Church for 
annual Christmas observances. My granddaughter, Lakeisha Edmonds 
Oriol escorted me to the Koger Center to see a performance of the 
Nutcracker Ballet performed by the Columbia Ballet Company. I was 
able to meet some of the cast.  
 
So long for now. Do not forget to keep in touch. 
 
Josephine Jefferson Hall and Pauline Blocker Richardson reporting. 
 
 
  

Hail To Our Seniors! 

Heritage Weekend Update(s) 

Our 44th Heritage Weekend celebration will be celebrated Thursday through Sunday June 25-28. Tentatively, activities 
will take place at Spring Hills Inn located on the corner of Lady and Huger Streets. The Mixer will be held on Thursday at 
6:00 p.m. until 10:00 p.m.; The Banquet will be held on Friday at 7:00 p.m.; the picnic is scheduled for Saturday from 
10:00 ‘til 3:00 and the John W. Work Chorus will be held on   Sunday at 5 p.m. at the USC/ BTW auditorium building.  



Well, well, well, Washingtonians, Happy New Year to all of you who have witnessed the ringing in of another year and decade. We can only 
thank the Master upstairs for His grace and mercy toward us. We are praying that all of our classmates and Washingtonians will continue in 
good health as they read this and future issues of the Comet II. 
My health is not as great as I would like it to be, but I find joy in knowing that I can still be independent, therefore I do not concern myself 
with what will be. 
Our November meeting was held at the home of Walter and Ida Jefferson Jackson. Members present were Walter Tucker and spouse, Mary 
L. Brown, Oretha K. Young, Ora M. Cummings, Gloria Prioleau, Carol H. Brooks, Alonzo Phelps, and Henry Williams from Augusta, GA. We would 
like to thank our classmates’ children who chauffeured them to the meeting. We discussed 
some policy changes during the meeting. 
1. We will no longer have dancing night Christmas Parties. Instead we will gather at a restau-
rant for lunch and fellowship during daylight hours. 
2. We have ceased the “Secret Pal” gift exchange. Instead each member donates twenty 
($20.00) dollars to our fund which in turn will be donated to a local charity to help provide 
gifts to needy children. Our 2019 donation was given to Richland County Casa. This organization 
coordinates services for abused and neglected children. In the photograph on the right, Carol 
H. Brooks and Alonzo Phelps are seen presenting a check for $400.00 to the staff. Thanks to 
all classmates for helping make this dream a reality. 
3. On the death of a classmate instead of donating a flower/plant, we will donate $100.00 to the family. The class member must be currently 
active financially. Classmates, if you do not receive your newsletter please call me ASAP (803-754-3891), or write me: Alonzo Phelps, 7031 
Gavilan Ave., Columbia, SC 29203, and I will follow up and see that you get your copy. 
Thanks to Ida J. Jackson who acted as our leader in the place of our president, Albert Griffin, who is shut-in, we enjoyed a festive Christmas 
meal at Seawell’s Restaurant, at the Fairground. We enjoyed the same camaraderie of joking, laughing, photo ops, and just being together, as 
in the past. 
I continue to visit our president, Albert Griffin and Roland Harris, as often as I can and especially during the holidays. They are always happy 
to see me and hear about our activities and want to know how the Foundation is doing. 
I recently received a call from Martha Anderson. She just wanted to let us know she is doing well and she is praying for the progress and 
continuation of BTW’s legacy. I also talked to Kapanar Lewis, daughter of the late Harold and Pleasant Lewis, classmates, who was in town for 
the AKA Pink Ice Ball. She said to give her love to the class and hopes to see all soon. 
 
Well classmates, my time is out for now, so until next time, this is your Roving Reporter, Alonzo Phelps.  
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Class of 1955 

 

 Class of 1956 
 
Hello and Happy New Year Washingtonian! 
 
We plan to meet on Saturday, February 1, 2020 to make plans for our 64th gathering and our 65th reunion. We will meet at Sarah Griffin’s home. We will 
notify locals. E-mails and text messages will be sent to all so that they  will know the plans and begin preparing for both times. 
 
Our continual prayers are for caregivers, the sick and infirm, the grief stricken, and you who are recuperating from a mild or severe sickness or illness. 
 
Congratulations to our final three classmates, Melvin Hodges, Harry Rutherford, and Johnnie Mae Corley Patterson, who will move into the age of octoge-
narians this year.  
 
We hope your New Year has been moving forward and all is well with you and yours. 

Johnnie Mae Corley Patterson Reporting 



Weekend Banquet and are acknowledged at the 
John Work Chorus on Sunday.   
 
Questions may be directed to Doris Johnson An-
drews (803)754-7736 or email 
andy316@netzero.net, Geraldine Stroman Parker 
(803)754-8093 or email parkergs@bellsouth.net, 
Ida Spells English (803)779-3734 or email 
minieschild @ yahoo.com, or M. LaNelle Kohn (803)
865-1547.    
 

 

The Booker T. Washington Foundation has several scholar-
ship opportunities available to graduating seniors.  All ap-
plicants, except for the Susan B. Freeman Scholarship, 
must be the legal child or grandchild of a Columbia, South 
Carolina Booker T. Washington graduate.  Susan B. Free-
man Scholarship is restricted to seniors planning to attend 
Benedict College.  Applications are available on the BTW 
website: bookertwashingtonfoundationsc.org.    Applica-
tions are scored independently by each committee member 
using a rubric.  Scholarships are then awarded to the ap-
plicants with the four highest combined average scores.                 
 
The Scholarship committee reviews applications submitted.  
Scholarship recipients are recognized at the Heritage 

 Scholarship Information 

The BTW Foundation 
tries to help graduat-
ing legacies reaching 
to new academic 
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 Class of 1963 

 
Greetings, 
 
The BTW/ CAJ Class ’63 continues to enjoy meetings and planning joint activities. We meet bi-monthly on 2nd Sunday at 
6:00 PM at Robert Brown’s Place on North Main Street.  We always look forward to meetings because we have great 
fun, food, and fellowship.  One cannot envision that back in the day, we were longtime rivals.  We now cherish every mo-
ment that we share. 
 

We had four events since the last printing of comet II: 2 regular class meetings, 1 called meeting, and our annual Christ-
mas party. 
 

The major focus of our November and December meetings was to finalize plans for our annual Christmas party.  Class-
mates came together, stayed focused and formulated the plans for an eventful December evening. 
 

Then came the big night. Our BTW/CAJ Class ’63 annual Christmas party held at the Delta Life Development Center on 
Saturday, December 21, 2019.   We had our usual great fun and fellowship where we ate, drank, and had a merry time as 
we danced the night away.  
 

In our January meeting, we switched gears.  We decided to focus on plans for an upcoming 3 day east coast trip.  Pre-
viously, we’ve always had bi-annual trips, so we decided to get back on track by re-instituting that practice.  More in-
formation forthcoming.   
 
Reporters:  James E. Parker and Jacob Jones 

  



P.O. Box 1641 (Foundation)  
Columbia, SC 29202 
Attn.: M. LaNelle Kohn 
803-865-1547 

Comet II 
431 Piney Woods Rd. Columbia, SC 
29212 
Phone: 803-798-3177 
E-mail: jcpatterson@netzero.com 

The Booker T. Washington 
Foundation began as a 
way to remember our 
school which closed in 
1974. It was a way to keep 
the family together and to 
give our legacies an idea 
of why we are so passion-
ate about our Alma Mater. 
Scholarships are award-
ed to persons who apply 
and withstand the rigor-
ous prerequisites and 
requirements. The dues 
for membership is 
$35.00 per year, payable 
by April 15 of each year. 
$25.00 of the total helps 
pay for utilities and up-
keep of BTW/Montieth 
Cultural Center.                                                                                                                                   
                                      
Our Motto:                                                          
“Lest we forget.”   
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Booker T. Washington Foundation Class of 1964 

About Our Organization 

Class ’64 had 5 gatherings since last publication of Comet 
II: 2 Class meetings, meeting of sick classmate, funeral 
and Christmas Celebration.  As always, we were happy to 
meet and greet each other. 
 

Our November meeting was to be held at the home of 
Samuel “Tank” Pelzer, but because he was hospitalized, it 
was held at the home of Geraldine Stroman Parker. Hosts 
for meeting, Rosa Pelzer, Jo. T. Boyd, and Mary Wilson 
Guinyard provided an Italian treat.  Melvin Mckie and Ger-
aldine supplemented the meal by supplying dessert and 
drinks, respectively.   Major foci of meeting included plans 
for Thanksgiving Blessing and 2019 Christmas party. It 
was decided that Levi Johnson would be the recipient of 
our Thanksgiving Blessing and class representatives 
would deliver blessing and fellowship with him and his 
wife, Loretta.   
 

On November 20, classmates visited Levi and Loretta 
Johnson, who were 
eagerly awaiting our 
arrival. We had a won-
derful time chatting and 
chewing with them.  
Loretta   prepared a 
finger licking good 

homemade pound cake and iced tea for us.  They thanked 
us for coming and invited us to return anytime; their 
doors swing on welcome hinges for classmates.   
 

Our next gathering was at the viewing and home going 
services of our dear 
classmate, Frank 
Toliver.  Frank decid-
ed that he was going 
to be a part of the 
Thanksgiving festivi-
ties.  His viewing was held on Thanksgiving Day and his 
funeral was held the day after Thanksgiving.  Frank was an 
avid biker as was evident by inclusiveness of his motor 
cycle in his funeral procession.   
 

The next event was our 2019 Christmas Celebration held 
at Spring Valley Country Club on December 13. Our DJ was 

our own, Melvin McKie.  We had such a wonderful 
time eating, drinking, and being merry until we 
forgot to take our signature group picture.  How-
ever, we do have video and candid shots all over 
Facebook. 
 

Our culminating activity for this period was our 
January class meeting.  Again we experienced 
health challenges which caused us to change the 
venue.  Instead of having out potluck meeting at 
the home of Melvin McKie, whose wife was hospi-
talized, it was held at home of Barbara Seabrook 
Spry. One thing about this class, we always keep 
rams in the bush.  
 
 
 
 
 
    

Classmates attending one or more gatherings: 
Willie (Lucille) Adams, Jasper Brown, Robert 
Bonnette, Frankie Campbell  Point,  Eugene 
(Denice) Carter, David (Elaine) Clarkson,  Ann 
Gardner (Willie) Jennings, Ernie (Betty) Glymph,  
Clarence (Sandra) Goodwin, Wardell (Ella) Epps, 
Vivian Hopkins Hernandez, Joseph Holston, 
Frances Jenkins (Matthew) Addison, Doris John-
son Andrews (Donna King),  Levi (Loretta) John-
son, Sandra Krider Johnson,  Gladys Lewis Perry, 
Catherine McGorder Whatley, Melvin (Jerald) 
McKie,  Willie (Shirley) Myers, Samuel (Rosa) 
Pelzer, Julia Prince (John) Edwards, Emma Dell 
Reese Ford,  Gloria Richardson Priester,  Barbara 
Seabrook (Thomas) Spry, Geraldine Stroman 
(James) Parker, John Robinson, Mary Spells Dia-
mond, Jessie Thorne Edmonds (Ray Miller), David 
(Gloria)Tucker, and Mary Wilson Guinyard 
(Leaundra Guinyard).  
 
Kudos 
Barbara Seabrook Spry received the MLK Hu-
manitarian Award from Coalition of Churches.  
Barbara’s daughter is studying abroad in England.  
 
 
Doris Johnson Andrews and Geraldine Stroman 
Parker, Reporters 
 

 


